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Our Daughters to Work Day has en-
couraged young girls to reach out and
use their creative spirit and I am con-
fident that this special day will prove
again to be a rich and rewarding expe-
rience for all parents and daughters
alike.

Today, millions of parents across the
Nation will take their daughters to
work. In 1996, in Maine alone, 10,000
Maine girls and 5,000 Maine businesses
participated in Take Our Daughters To
Work Day. These parents perform a
great service by exposing their daugh-
ters to new and exciting experiences.
They are not only expanding their ho-
rizons and helping them to explore op-
portunities, but teaching them impor-
tant lessons about goal-setting as well.
Take Our Daughters to Work Day has
encouraged a new generation of young
girls to envision a world where no goal
is impossible.∑
f

TAKE OUR DAUGHTERS TO WORK
DAY

∑ Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President,
thanks to Take Our Daughters to Work
Day, young girls from all over the
country will be given the opportunity
to accompany adults to the workplace.
Today, young girls will be given the op-
portunity to shadow an adult mentor—
and gain experience in a work environ-
ment. What better way to enable girls
to explore their future and gain expo-
sure to a wide range of career options?

The focus of this one day event is to
bring awareness to the development
and education of young girls. Research
suggests that young girls often receive
less attention in school and suffer from
lower expectations than boys. This dif-
ference can affect their self-esteem and
self-confidence, particularly during the
difficult years of adolescence. Lower
expectations and self esteem can later
prevent them from achieving their
maximum potential. This in turn can
hinder their own personal and profes-
sional development. Therefore, adoles-
cence is a crucial time period for
adults to intervene in the lives of
young girls. Adults need to take the
time to show girls that they can set
high goals and pursue their dreams.
Today’s events will offer inspiration
and encouragement to millions of
young girls—and show them that
adults are committed to helping
them—so they can fully expand their
horizons and pursue their dreams.

In 1995, women comprised 46 percent
of the paid labor force. The composi-
tion of the work force has changed sig-
nificantly, and opportunities have con-
tinued to increase for women. Despite
these gains, women’s wages, on aver-
age, still remain below men’s. We can-
not accept the gap that still exists be-
tween men and women. Even though
the gap is narrowing—we must con-
tinue to work on this issue. Women
still experience barriers to non-tradi-
tional career roles. A study by the
Glass Ceiling Commission found that
women occupy only 5 percent of senior

level management of the top Fortune
1000 industrial and 500 service compa-
nies. Women only comprise 11 percent
of the technical workforce. This needs
to change. America’s future depends on
it. Women need to be encouraged to
seize opportunities and explore non-
traditional careers. This includes de-
veloping skills that will prepare them
for high wage jobs and management po-
sitions that offer higher salaries in the
workforce.

Women are increasingly becoming re-
sponsible for the financial well-being of
their families. We need to ensure that
young girls are prepared for the
workforce—and have the opportunity
to live up to their full potential. We
can only do this if we have a commu-
nity effort. Today, more than ever—
young girls need role models and men-
tors—so that they can achieve suc-
cess.∑
f

RECOGNITION OF SERVICE BY
MAYOR SMIGLEY

∑ Mr. SMITH of Oregon. Mr. President,
I would like to take this time to recog-
nize 34 years of public service by Mayor
Bill Smigley of Veneta, OR. I person-
ally would like to thank Mayor
Smigley for his commitment and hard
work and wish him all the best in his
retirement.

Mayor Smigley served as city coun-
cilman for 18 years and mayor for 16
years, but has also shown a life-long
dedication to improving not only his
community but the State of Oregon.
His service as chairman of Lane Coun-
cil of Governments and his 16-year con-
tribution to the League of Oregon
Cities is a testament of his commit-
ment to making Oregon’s future
brighter for all of us.

I speak on behalf of many Oregonians
across the State who look to Mayor
Smigley’s public service as a source of
inspiration and hope that even in his
retirement he will continue to work on
future endeavors that will benefit our
great State.∑
f

THE 82d ANNIVERSARY OF THE
ARMENIAN GENOCIDE

∑ Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President,
today, April 24th, marks the 82nd anni-
versary of the beginning of the Arme-
nian Genocide. I rise today to acknowl-
edge and commemorate this terrible
chapter in history, to help ensure that
it will never be forgotten.

Eighty-two years ago today, one of
the darkest chapters in human history
began. On April 24, 1915, Ottoman au-
thorities began arresting Armenian po-
litical and religious leaders throughout
Anatolia. Over the ensuing months and
years, some 1.5 million Armenians were
killed at the hands of the Ottoman au-
thorities, and hundreds of thousands
more were exiled from their homes.

On this 82nd anniversary of the Ar-
menian Genocide, let us renew our
commitment never to forget the horror
and barbarism of this event.

We must remember, we must speak
out, and we must teach the next gen-
eration about the systematic persecu-
tion and murder of millions of Arme-
nians by the Ottoman government. I
know that I am joined by every one of
my colleagues, by the Armenian-Amer-
ican community, and by people across
the United States in commemorating
the Genocide and paying tribute to the
victims of this crime against human-
ity.

As Americans, we are blessed with
freedom and security, but that blessing
brings with it an important respon-
sibility. We must never allow oppres-
sion and persecution to pass without
notice or condemnation.

By commemorating the Armenian
Genocide, we renew our commitment
always to fight for human dignity and
freedom, and we send out a message
that the world can never allow geno-
cide to be perpetrated again.

Even as we remember the tragedy
and honor the dead, we also honor the
living. Out of the ashes of their his-
tory, Armenians all across the world
have clung to their identity and have
prospered in new communities. My
state of California is fortunate to be
home to a community of Armenian-
Americans a half-a-million strong.
They are a strong and vibrant commu-
nity whose members participate in
every aspect of civic life, and Califor-
nia is the richer for their presence.

The strength and perseverance of the
Armenian people is a triumph of the
human spirit, which refuses to cede
victory to evil. The best retort to the
perpetrators of oppression and destruc-
tion is rebirth, renewal, and rebuilding.
Armenians throughout the world have
done just that, and today they do it in
their homeland as well. A free and
independent Armenia stands today as a
living monument to the resilience of a
people. I am proud that the United
States, through our friendship and as-
sistance, is contributing to the rebuild-
ing and renewal of Armenia.

Let us never forget the victims of the
Armenian Genocide; let their deaths
not be in vain. We must remember
their tragedy to ensure that such
crimes can never be repeated. And as
we remember Armenia’s dark past, we
can take some consolation in the
knowledge that its future is bright
with possibility.∑
f

THE 82ND ANNIVERSARY OF THE
ARMENIAN GENOCIDE

∑ Mr. SARBANES. Mr. President, I rise
to join my colleagues in commemorat-
ing the 82nd anniversary of the Arme-
nian genocide, the first such tragedy to
occur in the twentieth century. Today,
as we renew our commitment to the
rights and freedoms of all humanity,
we also celebrate the reemergence of
an independent Armenia.

It is a tribute to the indomitable
spirit of the Armenian people that,
after centuries of oppression, they have
persevered and re-established a free
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